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1. Welcome  
Chairman, Chris Poole, welcomed everybody to Hever Castle and gave a brief account of the history of the castle and 
garden and outlined the programme for the day.  68 members were in attendance and the quorum requirements were 
met.    
 

2. Apologies for Absence  
Apologies for absence were received from Simon and Belinda Leathes, Caroline Stone, Sue Robinson, Heather 
Hilliard and Janet Fookes. 
 

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
The minutes of the twenty-first AGM were accepted as a true record of that meeting.  They were proposed, seconded 
and approved by the members.    
 Proposed: Mark Hopkins   Seconded: Laura Glover All in favour. 
 

4. Matters Arising  
There were no matters arising. 
 

5. Election of UK Council 
Chris Poole observed that Mark Hopkins, the previous Chairman, had served in this capacity for ten years.  
He suggested that a Chairman should remain in office for a fixed period of, for example, three years and  
then step down to actively assist a successor. The Council will be considering succession planning. 
 
The meeting was asked to re-elect Chris Poole as Chairman and Website Manager.  
  Proposed: Mark Hopkins  Seconded: Tom Bigge  All in favour. 
 
Chris Poole introduced two new Council members who had been co-opted during the previous year, Liz Smith  
and Charlotte McClean and asked the meeting to ratify their appointment. 
 Proposed: Elizabeth Hilliard Selka Seconded: Helena Gerrish All in favour. 
 
The meeting was also asked to re-elect the following Council members en bloc: 
 
Officers of the Society 

Deputy Chairman   no nominations 

Treasurer    Stephen Fenny 

Membership and Administrator  Lynda Hinton 

Other Council members 
Editor, Topiarius   Caroline Foley 

Annette Balfour-Lynn, James Crebbin-Bailey, Neil Cave,  

Bruce Ginsberg, Mark Hopkins 

 Proposed: Jean Millar      Seconded: Di Cave  The Council was re-elected. 
 
The Chairman invited members to offer their services to the Council. 
 

6. Treasurer’s Report 
The meeting had been issued with a copy of the Independently Examined Accounts for 2017. Treasurer, Stephen 
Fenny, began his report by drawing the attention of members to the healthy assets of the Society, currently standing 
at £22,000. 
However, the accounts show a deficit for the year of £2,500.  The deficit was partly due to the late presentation of 
an invoice for an event in 2016 and partly for a pre-payment for the 2018 AGM. 
 
The Income and Expenditure figures showed steady subscription revenues; a surplus of £2,200 for events; a new 
stream of income of almost £1,700 for book sales and royalties.  

 There were no questions. 
 
The Independent Examiner, Simon Leathes, had approved the accounts and, therefore, the accounts were moved for 
acceptance by the meeting. 
 Proposed: Peter Stone   Seconded: Bruce Ginsberg   All in favour. 
 
 

 



The Chairman thanked the Independent Examiner, Simon Leathes, for his help in examining the finances. 
He asked that Simon Leathes be appointed as the Independent Examiner for the 2018 accounts. 
 Proposed: Jorg Geller   Seconded: Hilary Gerrish   All in favour. 
 

7. Membership Update  
Lynda Hinton reported that the UK membership has remained steady. Subscription reminders had only been 
distributed recently and, as the AGM is earlier in the year than usual, the Membership Secretary expected further 
renewals imminently. 
 

• Paid up memberships 163   (148 in 2017; 173 in 2016) 

• 4 of these are CORPORATE  (3 in 2017; 7 in 2016) 

• 46 are JOINT    (45 in 2017; 58 in 2016) 

• Current personnel in society = 209  (193 in 2017; 231 in 2016) 

• 5 active resignations 

• 31 non-responders 

• There have been 9 new memberships so far this year (2018) with all except one directly from the website. 
 

8. EBTS EUROPE 
Veronique Goblet d’Alviella, President of EBTS EUROPE, reported that the Society was working well with a 
particularly good input from EBTS France.  EBTS Belgium was also doing well with many activities.  The 
Netherlands and Germany had a small membership.  Her aim is to get the separate country groups to work closely 
together, particularly with sharing events and visits.  Veronique has already organised a combined Belgian and 
French visit to the Lake District this coming summer.  
 

9. Chairman’s Update  
The Chairman, Chris Poole, started his report by explaining the history and current situation of the Topiary Training 
Module.  He explained this was an ambitious project for a society of our size that was started in September 2010. It 
intended to fulfil our aim of dissemination of knowledge of boxwood and topiary in all its forms.  The course material, 
written by EBTS UK members, was to be split into five modules and used by colleges to fill a gap in horticultural 
training in the subject.  A steering group was formed, and a coordinator was appointed to oversee the collation of 
the material into an appropriate form for colleges.  The coordinator would also research and advise on educational 
requirements and contacts. 
The cost to date is £13,103, of which £353 was for expenses and £12,750 was paid to the Coordinator.  These 
costs had been offset by £3,100 raised from concerts given by Sarah Aaronson and the London International 
Orchestra at South Side House, arranged by Bruce Ginsberg. 
Two attempts to run limited courses had failed, so to date no one had been trained. 
As reported at the AGM in 2017, the Chairman had met with the Coordinator and agreed on a potential ‘Taster 
Course’ aimed at a wider range of people. This was intended to inform on how the course could best be focused for 
the future given the lack of take up/response from colleges (none having expressed any interest in attending the two 
failed courses).  The steering group did not want to proceed on this basis but agreed to finish the material by April 
2018 providing it was used for its original purpose, that is, in colleges.  The EBTS UK Council accepted this date as 
the final deadline for the project. 
As the material had not been handed over to the Council, the Chairman said the project was now closed. 
At this point there was some interjection from the floor.   
James Crebbin-Bailey (Council member and member of the steering group) disagreed that the module was 
moribund and maintained that the steering group was ‘soldiering on’.   
Andrew Tolman asked how much more needed to be done in order to complete the modules.  The Chairman was 
unable to answer this question as neither he nor the Council had seen the work.   
Bruce Ginsberg (Council member and member of the steering group) gave a brief overview but maintained that it 
was not appropriate to discuss this at an AGM. 
Stephen Fenny (Treasurer) defended the decision of the Council and Chairman to call a halt to the project and 
stated that the membership needed to understand the history of the project and how the assets of the Society had 

been used.  
The Chairman acknowledged the hard work of the steering group over the eight years of the project.  He reiterated 
that whilst the original goal was commendable and in line with the aims of the Society, achievable goals needed to 
be set. These, in future, would need to be smaller projects that could be deliver training to a wide range of groups, 
for example, the Society of Garden Designers, the Professional Gardeners Guild and interested amateurs. 
  
The chairman continued his update with news of some of the achievements and activities of Society members.  
The book, ‘Topiary, Knots and Parterres’ by Caroline Foley, launched at the last AGM had now won ‘Best European 
Garden Book’ for the German edition and that two royalty cheques had been received.  Caroline Foley was again 
thanked for writing such a brilliant and informative book.   
Caroline Foley is giving a talk to the NSPCC at the Chelsea Physic Garden. 
James Crebbin-Bailey had run a number of courses during the year. 
Andrew Tolman gave some talks at the Toby Buckland Garden Festival. 
Marian Boswall had been filming with the Blackthorn Trust and had a member profile published in the Garden 
Design Journal. She also won ‘Best of Houzz 2017 – Design’. 
The Chairman gave a talk on Box Moth and Caterpillar to the Society of Garden Designers – North London. 
Judith Lywood had released a book called ‘Garden Designs Made Simple’. 

  



There was more good news about the National Collection of Buxus. The work that Andrew and Lena Napier had 
been doing with Ashley Brunning (owner of Langley Horticulture) had been recognised by Plant Heritage who 
awarded National Collection status to the collection.  The Society, with the assistance of Topbuxus would continue 
to work with Ashley to help maintain and enhance the area further.  Topbuxus funded a stand at the 2018 Garden 
Press Event in Islington, to both celebrate the regaining of National Collection Status and promote their products, 
which had been freely given to the project for the past two years.  It was hoped that a visit to the National Collection 
could be arranged in the next two years. 
  
The Chairman gave news of two companies who were offering deals to the Society and to the membership. 
Topbuxus have offered EBTS UK the opportunity to join their affiliate programme that pays 15% of the value of an 
order (excluding shipping and VAT) when placed via a link available in the EBTS UK Shop. 
Long life Pheromone Lures that last 240 days had originally only been available outside the UK but were now 
available from GreenGardener.co.uk following work by EBTS UK with the company owner Jonathan Manners.  In 
addition, Jonathan has offered 10% discount on orders through to the end of July 2018. 
  
The Chairman, who is also the Website manager, had launched a live map to track sightings of Box Moth and 
Caterpillars so that members or, in fact, any website user, can record sightings and see how the pest is moving 
across the UK. 
  
The Chairman updated the meeting on the work that had been undertaken to follow up the visit to Ickworth where 
boxwood was being grubbed up and replaced with imported Yew. 
  
The Chairman thanked everyone who had helped organise events and visits last year and looked forward to those 
planned for 2018 and 2019. 
 

10. Topiarius 
Caroline Foley reported that Topiarius 2018 would be published in June with diverse content including reviews, 
scientific articles, topical issues such as loss of boxwood from historical sites, practical articles including clipping and 
artistic input. There would be the usual society news of events and visits with their associate images.  She thanked 
Mark Hopkins for gaining advertising which greatly contributed to the costs of production; to Marie for translation; to 
Chris Monk for the overall design of the magazine. 
 

11.  Comments and suggestions from the floor 
 Mary Hopkins suggested that we may combine with, for example, magazines such as Gardens Illustrated and 

provide a garden day. 
The provision of a master class was suggested. 
Tom Bigge advised on succession planning with a Vice Chairman acting as a Chairman elect and asked the Council 
to consider a put a procedure in place if no one came forward for election. 
Andrew Tolman mentioned that EBTS was on Instagram and proposed that we should also be on Twitter. 
Di Cave was thanked on behalf of the meeting for her work in the organisation of the AGM. 
Chris Poole was thanked for his marvellous website. 
Andrew Tolman remarked that the RHS should be told about the box moth tracker.  The Chairman commented that 
he already done so but the RHS had not responded. He would try again. 
Andrew Tolman noted that this year (2018) there is a shortage of visits and events.  He urged the membership to 
become more involved in offering to organise such. 
  

12.  A.O.B. – no other matters were raised. 
   

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 10:50 

 Minutes compiled by Lynda Hinton, Administrator 


